The Adventures of Ulysses – background notes
I. Written, it is believed, by the poet, ____________________ sometime between __________ and __________ BC 
II. An Epic Poem – (def.) __________________________________________
III. History leading up to the action:

a. The young gods (and brothers) Zeus, Poseidon, and Hades waged a war against the Titans (the older gods) and overthrew them.
b. The three brothers divide the Earth among themselves

1. Zeus rules the Earth

2. Poseidon takes the sea

3. Hades takes the underworld

c. The new gods make their home on Mount Olympus

d. The Olympian gods/goddesses were always fighting and jealous of each other.  Constant drama.
e. The Trojan War

1. The Olympian goddess, Eris, was angry at not being invited to a huge party.

2. For revenge, she threw a golden apple into the banquet hall (it was inscribed, For The Most Beautiful)
3.  Three goddesses felt they deserved the apple, and asked Zeus who should get it.

4. He wasn’t stupid, so he pawned the job off on his son, Paris.

5. The goddesses offer bribes to Paris, and he gives the golden apple to Aphrodite, who offered him the love of the most beautiful girl in the world (her name was Helen)
6. Unfortunately, the girl was already married to the King of Sparta.  As luck would have it, he left town on business, and Aphrodite, the goddess of love cast a spell on Helen, who then fell madly in love with Paris. 
7. Paris took Helen away with him to the town of Troy.

8. Upon the king’s return, he was obviously upset, and sent an army to wage war against Troy.

9. Ulysses was one of the leaders of that army.

10. Because Troy was surrounded by a huge wall, it took a trick and 10 years to defeat the city.  A huge, wooden horse was left outside the gates of the city, and the army left and hid nearby.
11. Thinking the Spartan army had given up and gone home, and interested in the large, wooden horse, they opened the gates and pulled it inside the city.  Inside were several Spartan soldiers, who, at night, opened the gates and let the rest of their army inside.
12. The Spartans beat up on Troy and mistreated its citizens, which made some of the gods (always watching the action from Mt. Olympus) angry.  They knew that Ulysses had been apart from his family for 10 years and desired to return to them.  Therefore, they cursed his return trip.

IV. Characters

a. Ulysses 
b. Telemakhos

c. Penelope

d. Athena

e. Poseidon

