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Hot-Air Balloons
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Civil War Facts

+ About 700,000 young Americans died in this war

+ Most did not die in battle (twice as many died of disease than by
an enemy bullet)

+ Infections were common (field hospitals were unclean) and often
led to death

+ Northern (Union) strengths:

1. larger population = more soldiers

2. factories = more supplies

3. more railroads and ships

4. better-equipped (food, clothing, weapons, ammo, etc.)
+ Southern (Confederate) strengths:

1. Better military leaders

2. More experienced soldiers
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A Civil War soldier’s life...

+ Spent most of his time doing the same thing soldiers do
today

+ Favorite free-time activities: cards, carving pipes, and
writing home

* Hardly ever bathed
a. You could literally smell the enemy “a mile away”
b. Lice and bedbugs were a constant irritation

+ Hungry all the time (Confederates more than Union)

+ Hardtack, salt pork, and salt beef was typical food

+ Every camp had a “sutler”, a vendor who sold hard-to-find
goods (boots, hats, suspenders, etc.) for outrageous prices
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Punishments for Soldiers:

+ Bury a dead horse
+ Have half of head shaved

+ Walk guard duty with backpack full of rocks
+ Tied up by thumbs

+ stand all day in a “sweat box”

+ Wearing a “wooden overcoat” all day

+ Cowards = banished

+ Desertion = death by firing squad
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Technology “Firsts”:
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Gatling Gun
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Submarines using torpedoes
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