This iron- and wireworks in Massa-
chusetts was just one of many northern
factories. Ninety percent-of the nation’s
manufacturing was in the North.
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22.2 Preparing for War :
resident Lincoln’s response to the attack on Fort Sumter was quick !
Pand clear. He called for 75,000 volunteers to come forward to pre-
serve the Union. At the same time, Jefferson Davis, the newly
elected president of the Confederacy, called for volunteers to defend the
South.
Both sides looked forward to a quick victory. “I cannot imagine that the

South has resources for a long war or even a short one,” said a Philadelphia
lawyer. Southerners, on the other hand, believed they could easily whip an
army Lincoln sent south. A North Carolina journalist boasted:

The army of the South will be composed of the best material that
ever yet made up an army; while that of Lincoln will be gathered
from the sewers of the cities...who will serve for pay and will run
away as soon as danger threatens.

|
Strengths and Weaknesses of the North The North began the wafi“
with impressive strengths. Its population was about 22 million, compared

to 9 million in the South. And the North was both richer and more techno— !

logically advanced than the South. About 90 percent of the nation’s
manufacturing, and most of its banks, were in the North.

The North had geographic advantages, too. It had more farms than the
South to provide food for troops. Its land contained most of the country’s
iron, coal, copper, and gold. The North controlled the seas, and its 21,000
miles of railroad track allowed troops and supplies to be transported whet-
ever they were needed. :



~ The North’s greateét weakness was its military leadership. At
' the start of the war, about one third of the nation’s military offi-
i cers resigned and returned to their homes in the South.
* During much of the war, Lincoln searched for effective

| generals who could lead the Union to victory.

' Strengths and Weaknesses of the South

. When the war began, southerners also had reasons to

be confident of victory. To win the war, the North

would have to invade and conquer the South. The

sheer size of the South made this a daunting task. In

- addition, the North would need a much larger navy to

seal off the long southern coastline and prevent the

South from importing weapons and supplies from

Europe. i

- In addition to geographic obstacles, the North faced

 the chéllenge of subduing people who believed they were

. defending their liberty, their homes, and their traditions. The

South, in contrast, could win simply by defending its territory

until northerners grew tired of fighting. But the South did have

" an important geographic disadvantage: if the Union could control the’

- Mississippi River, it could split the Confederacy in two.

. The South’s great strength was its military leadership. Most of

. America’s best military officers were southerners who chose to fight for the

" Confederacy. This was not an easy decision for many of them. Colonel

‘Robert E. Lee, for example, was opposed to slavery and secession. But he

‘decided that he could not fight against his native Virginia. Lee resigned

' from the U.S. Army to become the commander-in-chief of the Confederate

- forces. ;
The South’s main weakness was an economy that could not support a

Jlong war. It had few factories to produce guns and other military supplies.

Southerners could trade cotton for war material from Europe, but Union

.ships could sharply reduce this trade with blockades of Southern ports.

- The Confederacy also faced serious transportation problems. The South

lacked the railroad network needed to haul goods over long distances. Most

1ail lines were short and went only to seaport towns. Supplies had to be

carried by wagon from the railroad to the troops. And as the war dragged

on, horses and mules to draw these wagons were in short supply.

Money might have helped solve these problems. But most. wealth in the

South was invested in land and slaves. The Confederate government print-

€d paper money to finance the war effort. But as these paper dollars

Hooded the South, their value quickly dropped.

Abraham Lincoln versus Jefferson Davis The North’s greatest
Advantage was its newly elected president, Abraham Lincoln. Through

®ven the darkest days of the war, Lincoln never wavered from his belief
that the Union was “perpetual” —never to be broken. Confederate president
“efferson Davis was equally devoted to the secessionist cause. But he was

TR i d T o T s on

Throughaut his presidency, Abraham
Lincoln related the preservation of the
Union to the ideals of the American
Revolution. In his first inaugural
address, he said that the Union was
begun by the Revolution, "matured and
continued” by the Declaration of
Independence, and affirmed by the
Constitution.
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never able to form a strong, single nation out of 11 stubbornly independens
states.

Abraham Lincoln was born in Kentucky on February 12, 1809. His
family was poor, and his mother died while he was a young child. All in
all, Lincoln figured that his schooling “did not amournt to a year.”AIt was
enough, however, to excite a craving for knowledge. He read everything he
could lay his hands on. “My best friend,” he said, “is the man who’ll get 3
me a book I ain’t read.” :

When Lincoln was 21; his family moved to Nlinois. During the next
few years, he held whatever jobs he could find—store clerk, rail-splitter,
surveyor, postmaster. In the evenings, he read law books and eventually
became a lawyer before entering politics.

At six feet four inches tall, Lincoln towered above most other men.
His dark, sunken eyes gave him a sad but kind appearance. In this case, =
looks did not lie. Lincoln was patient, thoughtful, and tolerant of others.

He also possessed a good sense of humor that often saved him from
despair in moments of failure and frustration during
the war. “I laugh,” he once said, “because if I didn’t I would weep.”

Like Lincoln, Jefferson Davis was born in Kentucky
in a log cabin, He grew up on a small plantation in
Mississippi. As a young man, he attended the military
academy at West Point, New York. Davis fought in the
Mexican War and served as Secretary of War under
President Franklin Pierce. At the time of the secession
crisis, he was a U.S. senator representing Mississippi.
A firm believer in states’ rights, he resigned his seat in
the Senate when Mississippi left the Union.

Tall, lean, and intense, Davis never really enjoyed
politics. He served the Confederacy out of a sense of
duty. The South, he believed, was fighting for the same
freedom cherished by America’s founders. After being
sworn in as president of the Confederate States, he
declared, “Our present condition.. .illustrates the :
American idea that government rests upon the consent
of the governed.”

Like Abraham Lincoln, Jefferson Davis often spoke

of the American Revolution. When southerners formed
their own government, he said, they “merely asserted

a right which the Declaration of Independence of 1776
had defined to be inalienable.”
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22.3 Bull Run: A
Great Awakening

|
i
I n the spring of 1861, President |

Lincoln and General Winfield Scott

planned the Union’s war strategy.
‘Step one was to surround the South by
land and sea to cut off its trade. Step twg
was to divide the Confederacy into sec- i
tions so that one rebel region could not
help another. Step three was to capture
Richmond, Virginia, the capital of the
Confederacy, and destroy the rebel gov-
ernment. Journalists called this strategy
the “Anaconda Plan” because it resem-
bled the crushing death grip of an
anaconda snake.

Rose Greenhow's Dilemma Most
northerners, however, believed that the
war could be won with a single Union
assault on Richmond. In 1861, thou-
- sands of volunteers poured into 3
Rose Greenhow is shown here with her  Washington, D.C., shouting, “On to Richmond!” These eager troops were
daughter.fDljvring her Washington par- watched carefully by an attractive young widow and Washington social
ties, she collected valuable information  leader named Rose O’Neal Greenhow.

about Union plans to attack Richmond. - Greenhow was a strong supporter of the southern cause. She used her
She passed this information on to friendship with government officials to learn just when and how the Union
Confederate leaders through coded * planned to attack Richmond. Her problem was to find some way to deliver
messages.such as the one below. this information to Confederate leaders without being discovered. '

GBI L e i o W TP The Battle of.Bull Run _ On a hot July
Lo SHF GNP mormng.,vlong lines 'of sold1e1.rs marched ou.t

A %Y 17 . of Washington heading for Richmond. Theit

[ Rl SO {/ “ 4 B2 Yoices could be heard singing and cheering

By wr FTS YL across the countryside. Parties of politicians

.. Howetd YT '?ﬁé and society folks followed the army, adding

M ).ﬁ-.. Ny <% to the excitement. They had come along t0
2 ﬂ.u., b 1? *a“ 3 2 . see the end of the rebellion.

: ‘ The troops would not have been so
cheerful had they known what was waiting
for them at Manassas, a small town on the
way to Richmond. Rose Greenhow had ni#
aged to warn southern military leaders of
Union plans. She had smuggled a coded
to them in the curls of a young girl. Southe
troops were waiting for the Union forces 8
they approached Manassas. The two armié
met at a creek known as Bull Run.
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At first, Union Viétory looked certain. But Confederate general Thomas
Jackson and his regiment of Virginians refused to give way. “Look,” shout-
ed South Carolina general Bernard Bee to his men, “there is Jackson with
' his Virginians, standing like a stone wall.” Thus inspired by “Stonewall”
Jackson’s example, the rebel lines held firm until reinforcements arrived.
‘Late that afternoon, Jackson urged his men to “yell like furies” as they
charged the Union forces. The sound and fury of this charge unnerved the
green (inexperienced) Union troops, who fled in panic back to Washington.

. The Battle of Bull Run was a smashing victory for the South. For the
North, it was a shocking blow. Lincoln and his generals now realized that
ending the rebellion would not be easy. It was time to prepare for a long

war.

- Women Support the War Over the
next year, both the North and the South
- worked to build and train large armies. As
men went off to war, women took their
places on the home front. Wives and
- mothers supported their families by run-
ning farms and businesses. Many women
went to work for the first time in facto-
- ries. Others found jobs as nurses, teach-
ers, or government workers.
. Women also served the miilitary forces
- on both sides as messengers, guides,
scouts, smugglers, soldiers, and spies.
Rose Greenhow was arrested for spying
shortly after the Battle of Bull Run.
- Although she was kept under guard in
her Washington home, she continued
to smuggle military secrets to the
Confederates. The following year,
Greenhow was allowed to move to the
South, where President Jefferson Davis
‘Wwelcomed her as a hero.
Women also volunteered to help tend
sick and wounded soldiers. Dorothea Dix
Was already well known for her efforts to
improve the treatment of the mentally ill.
She was appointed director of the Union
army’s nursing service. Dix insisted that
all female nurses be over 30 years old, plain in appearance, physically
Strong, and willing to do unpleasant work. Her rules were so strict that she
Was known as “Dragon Dix.” >
- While most nurses worked in 1nilitary hospitals, Clara Barton followed
Union armies into battle, tending troops where they fell. Later generations
Would remember Barton as the founder of the American Red Cross. To the
Soldiers she cared for during the war, she was “the angel of the battlefield.”

|

During the Civil War, many women went
to work in factories such as this muni-
tions plant. They replaced men who
were in the army.
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