During the draft riots, white workers
attacked free blacks. The whites feared
African Americans would take their
jobs and resented being forced to

fight a war to end slavery. Aimost

100 African Americans died during

the four days of riots.
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Yorkers burned draft offices and battled police. But their special targets
were African Americans. Almost 100 black New Yorkers died as mobs
attacked black boardinghouses, a black church, and a black orphanage. The
rioting finally stopped when troops fresh from Gettysburg restored order.

Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address Four months after the draft riots,
President Lincoln traveled to Gettysburg. Thousands of the men who
died there had been buried in a new cemetery overlooking the battlefield.
Lincoln was among those invited to speak at the dedication of this new
burial ground.

After an hour-long talk by another speaker, Lincoln rose and spoke a
few words. Many of the 15,000 people gathered on Cemetery Ridge could
not hear what he had to say. But the nation would never forget Lincoln’s
Gettysburg Address.

The president deliberately spoke of the war in words that echoed the
Declaration of Independence. The “great civil war,” he said, was testing
whether a nation “conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition
that all men are created equal...can long endure.” He spoke of the brave
men, “living and dead,” who had fought to defend that ideal. “The
world. ..can never forget what they did here.” Finally, he called on
Americans to remain

dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that from these
honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which
they gave the last full measure of devotion—that we here highly
resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain— that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the
earth.



22.6 Vicksburg: A Besieged City
he Civil War was a war of many technological firsts. It was the first
American war to use railroads to move troops and to keep them
supplied. It was the first war in which telegraphs were used to
communicate with distant armies. It was the first conflict to be recorded in
photographs. It was also the first to sec combat between armor-plated

steamships.
The Granger Collection, New York

The Merrimac and the
Monitor Early in the war, Union
forces withdrew from the navy yard
in Norfolk, Virginia. They left
behind a warship named the
Merrimac. The Confederacy began
the war with no navy. They covered
the wooden Merrimac with iron
plates and added a powerful ram

to its prow.

In response, the U.S. Navy built
its own ironclad ship. Completed in
less than 100 days, the Monitor had
a flat deck and two heavy guns in
a revolving turret. It was said to
resemble a “cheese box on a raft.”

In March 1862, the Merrimac, ,
which the Confederates had In 1862, the Monitor and the Merrimac, two ironclad ships, fought to a standstill.
renamed the Virginia, steamed into Nevertheless, the battle between the two signaled the end of wooden warships.
Chesapeake Bay. With cannonballs
harmlessly bouncing off its sides,
the iron monster destroyed three wooden ships and threatened the entire
blockade fleet.

The next morning, the Virginia was met by the Monitor. The two iron-
clads exchanged shots for four hours before withdrawing. Neither could
claim victory, and neither was harmed.

The battle of the Merrimac and the Monitor proved that “wooden
Vessels cannot contend with iron-clad ones.” After that, both sides added
ironclads to their navies. But the South was never able to build enough
ships to threaten the Union blockade of southern harbors.

Control of the Mississippi-~ Ironclads were also part of the Union’s
‘ampaign to divide the South by taking control of the Mississippi River.
After seizing New Orleans in 1862, Admiral Farragut moved up the
MissiSSippi to capture Baton Rouge and Natchez. At the same time, other
Union ships gained control of Memphis, Tennessee.

The- Union now controlled both ends of the Mississippi. The South
*ould no longer move men or material up and down the river. But neither
"0uld the North as long as the Confederates continued to control one key
IOCation—Vicksburg, Mississippi.
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For more than a month, Union forces
bombarded Vicksburg with an average
of 2,800 shells a day. Forced to eat
harses, mules, dogs, and rats, the
defenders finally surrendered.
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Vicksburg The town of
Vicksburg was located on a bluff
above a hairpin turn in the
Mississippi River. The city was_
easy to defend-and difficultto %
capfure Whoever held Vicksburg ;
could, with a few well-placed
cannons, control movement

on the Mississippi. But even
Farragut had to admit that ships
“cannot craw] up hills 300 feet
high.” An army would be needed
to take Vicksburg.

In May 1863, General Grant
battled his way to Vicksburg with
the needed army. For six weeks,
Union gunboats shelled the city
army bombarded it from land '
Slowly but surely, the Union
troops burrowed toward the city
in trenches and tunnels.

As shells pounded the city,
people in Vicksburg dug caves
into the hillsides for protection.
To survive, they ate horses, mules, and bread made of com and dried peas.
“It had the properties of India rubber,” said one Confederate soldier, “and
was worse than leather to digest.”

Low on food and supplies, Vicksburg surrendered on July 4, 1863. The
Mississippi was a Union waterway, and the Confederacy was divided.

Problems on the Confederate Home Front As the war raged on,
life in the South became grim. Because of the blockade, imported goods

disappeared from stores. What few items were available were extremely
o e —_—

expensive.

W .
Unable to sell their tobacco and cotton, farmers planted food crops

instead. Still, the South was often hungry. Invading Union armies destroyed
crops. They also cut rail lines, making it difficult to move food and sup-
plies to southern cities and army camps.

As clothing wore out, southerners made do with patches and rough,
homespun cloth. At the beginning of the war, Mary Boykin Chesnut had
written in her journal of well-dressed Confederate troops. By 1863, she
was writing of soldiers dressed in “rags and tags.”

By 1864, southern troops were receiving letters like this one: “We
haven’t got nothing in the house to eat but a little bit 0’ meal. I don’t want
to you to stop fighting them Yankees...but try and get off and come home
and fix us all up some.” Many soldiers found it hard to resist such pleas
even if going home meant deserting their units.



22.7 Fort Wagner: African Americans
Join the War
arly in the war, abolitionists had urged Congress to recruit African
Americans for the army. But at first, most northerners regarded the
3 conflict as “a white man’s war.” Congress finally opened the door
to black recruits in 1862. About 186,000 African Americans, many of
them former slaves, enlisted in the Union army. Another 30,000 African
Americans joined the Union navy.

The Massachusetts 54th Regiment Massachusetts was one of the
first states to organize black regiments. The most famous was the 54th
Massachusetts Infantry, commanded by Colonel Robert Gould Shaw. Two
of the 54th Infantry’s 1,000 soldiers were sons of Frederick Douglass.
The men of the Massachusetts 54th were paid less than white soldiers.
When the black soldiers learned this, they protested the unequal treatment
by refusing to accept any pay at all. In a letter to Lincoln, Corporal James

Henry Gooding asked, “Are we soldiers or are we laborers?...We have African- American soldiers demonstrat-

done a soldier’s duty. Why can’t we have a soldier’s pay?” At Lincoln’s ed their courage during their attack on

urging, Congress finally granted black soldiers equal pay. Fort Wagner. The 54th Massachusetts
After three months of training, the Massachusetts 54th was sent to Infantry charged across 200 yards of

South Carolina to take part in an attack on Fort Wagner. As they prepared open beach in their effort to reach the

for battle, the men of the 54th faced the usual worries of untested troops. fort. The regiment withdrew after

But they also faced the added fear that if captured, they might be sold almost half of their men were lost.

mto slavery.

African Americans at
War The assault on Fort
Wagner was an impossible
mission. To reach the fort,
troops had to cross 200
yards of open, sandy
beach, Rifle and cannon
fire poured down on them.
After losing nearly half of
their men, the survivors of
the 54th regiment pulled
back. But their bravery
Won them widespread
fespect.,

During the war, 166
African American regi-
Ments fought nearly 500
Dittles. Black soldiers often
feeeived little training,

Por equipment, and less
%2y than white soldiers.

Ly also risked death or enslavement if captured. Still, African Americans
Ought with great courage to save the Union and to end slavery forever.
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22.8 Appomattox: Total War Brings an End
uring the first years of the war, Lincoln had searched for a
Dcornmander who was willing to fight the Confederates. The preg;.
dent finally found the leader he needed in General Grant. Grant’s
views on war were quite straightforward: “The art of war is simple enough '
Find out where your enemy is. Get at him as soon as you can. Strike him '
as hard and as often as you can, and keep moving on.”
Using this strategy, Grant mapped out a plan for ending the war. He
would lead a large force against Lee to capture Richmond. At the same
time, General William Tecumseh Sherman would lead a second army into
Georgia to take Atlanta.

On to Richmond In May 1864, Grant invaded Virginia with a force of
more than 100,000 men. They met Lee’s army of 60,000 in a dense forest
known as “The Wilderness.” In two days of fierce fighting,
Grant lost 18,000 men. Despite these heavy losses, Grant
would not retreat. “I propose to fight it out along this line,” he
said, “if it takes ali summer.” He followed Lee’s army to Cold
Harbor, where he lost 7,000 men in 15 minutes of fighting.

By the time the two forces reached Petersburg, a railroad
center 20 miles south of Richmond, Grant’s losses almost
equaled Lee’s entire army. But he was able to reinforce his
army with fresh troops. Lee, who had also suffered heavy loss-
es, could not. - ' ' "

Total War Grant believed in total war—war on the enemy’s
will to fight and its ability to support an army. With his army
tied down in northern Virginia, Grant ordered General Philip
Sheridan to wage total war in Virginia’s grain-rich Shenandoah
Valley. “Let that valley be so left that crows flying over it will
have to carry their rations long with them,” ordered Grant.

In May 1864, General Sherman left Tennessee for Georgia
with orders to inflict “all the damage you can against their war
resources.” In September, he reached Atlanta, the South’s most
important rail and manufacturing center. His army set the city
ablaze.

In 1864, Lincoln gave command of all The Reelection of Lincoln Any hope of victory for the South lay in
Unian forces to Ulysses S. Grant. Grant  the defeat of President Lincoln in the election of 1864. The northermn
believed in using his larger army to Democrats nominated General George McClellan to run against Lincoln.
wear down the enemy regardless of Knowing that the North was weary of war, McClellan urged an immediate
the casualties that his own forces end to the conflict.

suffered. ' Lincoln doubted he would be reelected. Grant seemed stuck in northerm

Virginia, and there was no end in sight to the appalling bloodletting. .
Luckily for the president, Sheridan’s destruction of the Shenandoah Valley
and Sherman’s capture of Atlanta came just in time to rescue his campaign.
These victories changed northern views of Lincoln and his prospects for
ending the war. In November, Lincoln was reelected.

318 Chapter 22




Sherman’s March Through Georgia  After burning Atlanta,
Sherman marched his army toward Savannah, promising to “make Georgia
howl.” His purpose was to destroy the last untouched supply base for the
Confederacy.

As they marched through Georgia, Sherman’s troops destroyed every-
thing they found of value. Fields were trampled or burned. Houses were
ransacked (robbed). Hay and food supplies were burned. Roads were lined
with dead horses, hogs, and cattle that his troops could not eat or carry
away. Everything useful in a 60-mile-wide path was destroyed.

In December 1864, Sherman captured Savannah, Georgia. From there,
he turned north and destroyed all opposition in the Carolinas. Marching
425 miles in 50 days, he reached Raleigh, North Carolina, by March 1865.
There he waited for Grant’s final attack on Richmond.

The End at Appomattox For nine months, Grant’s forces battered
Lee’s army at Petersburg, the gateway to Richmond. On Aprﬂ 1, 1865, the
Union forces finally broke through Confederate lines to capture the city.
Two days later, Union troops marched into Richmond.

Grant’s soldiers moved quickly to surround Lee’s army. Lee told his
officers, “There is nothing left for me to do but go and see General Grant,
and I would rather die a thousand deaths.”

On April 9, 1865, General Lee, in full dress uniform, arrived at Wilmer
McLean’s house in the village of Appomattox Courthouse. He was there to
surrender his army to General Grant. The Union general met him in a mud-
splattered and crumpled uniform. _ 4 S

“Grant’s terms of surrender were generous. Confederate soldiers could
go home if they promised to fight no longer. They could take with them
their own horses and mules, which they would need for spring plowing.
Officers could keep their swords and weapons. Grant also ordered that food
be sent to Lee’s half-starved men. Lee accepted the terms.

As Lee returned to his headquarters, Union troops began to shoot their
guns and cheer wildly. Grant told them to stop celebrating. “The war is
over,” he said, “the rebels are our countrymen again.”

General Sherman, a believer in total
war, cut a path of destruction through
Georgia. The photograph below shows
the burned ruins of Atlanta.




